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2019 NJCAA All-Star Game 

The Orleans Arena 

Las Vegas, Nevada 

May 18th, 2019

Presented By: 

Division I All-Stars vs. Division II / Division III All-Stars

CLICK HERE TO NOMINATE: 

NJCAA Men's basketball all-star game 

nomination form
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https://form.jotform.com/83105952743155


WELCOME 

LETTER FROM 

COACH DEPEW

JCBCA

Welcome to another edition of the official newsletter of the NJCAA National Men’s Basketball 

Coaches Association. I am honored and privileged to continue to have the opportunity to 

represent the dedicated and hard-working coaches of the NJCAA.  The Executive Board of 

the Coaches Association works tirelessly each day to provide a voice for all of our members, 

from every level, on how we proceed within NJCAA Basketball and will continue to strive to 

find ways for all of us to professionally develop and give back to the game that we love. There 

has been incredible work done by the Association since our last newsletter. 

 

As a long-time board member within this amazing organization, I am extremely proud of the 

work that has been done to this point; the NJCAA National All-Star Game in Las Vegas, the 

NJCAA Basketball Coaches Hall of Fame, and most notably recently,  a seat at the table of the 

NABC Board of Director’s, just to name a few. The Board and I have worked hard to take the 

organization to new heights with new initiatives.   

 

This has been a very interesting and busy start to the school year. The NJCAA Men’s 

Basketball Coaches Association Executive Board has had numerous meetings with the 

NCAA and the NJCAA Executive Board in regard to the historic changes within college 

basketball. With the landscape of collegiate basketball changing as much as it has in the last 

six (6) months, we are committed to providing you and your student-athletes the best 

opportunities to participate, evaluate, and be recruited in the future. We are in the final stages 

of approving historic legislation that could provide you and your student-athletes an 

opportunity to practice and participate in individual and team events in the last two weekends 

of June, which will be live periods for the NCAA coaches of all levels. 

 

 

Chris Depew, 

PresIDENT
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WELCOME LETTER CONTINUED.....

JCBCA

My work over the years as the Dean of Student Development Services (2014-present), 

Director of Athletics (2001-present), and Coach (1998-2011) at Sullivan County Community 

College in New York the past 21 years, in conjunction with my elected position as the NJCAA 

Region XV Men’s Director (9 years), NJCAA DIII Men’s Basketball Committee Chairman (5 

years) and Executive Director and host of the NJCAA DIII National Men’s Basketball 

Championship Tournament (8 years), along with my work as a long standing member of this 

organization and its Board of Director’s, has given me a unique perspective from all sides that 

has assisted in moving our Association forward during my tenure. 

 

As my tenure as the Coaches Association President comes to an end in the summer of 2019, I 

believe I will have left the Association in a better place and advanced our mission serving our 

student/athletes.  We have put them in a better position to succeed and look forward to our 

incoming President, Todd Franklin (Vincennes) and his Board to ensure that NJCAA 

Basketball continues to grow at all levels of competition. I have had the wonderful opportunity 

to work closely with Todd, and with many of the most successful coaches in the game at all 

levels, and am thankful to have had the opportunity to lead this amazing group of people.  I 

would be remiss if I did not thank Coaches Association Executive Director, Thom McDonald 

and his staff for their incredible and tireless work on behalf on our organization.  They are a 

vital part of everything we are and everything we do. 

 

I truly believe the NJCAA gives our players incredible opportunities. As the immediate Past- 

President, it will always be my mission to continue to provide those opportunities at all levels 

of competition, as well as to motivate all of our coaches across the country to join our 

movement forward. I would like to wish all of you the very best of luck this upcoming season, 

a very Happy Holiday season, and look forward to seeing and/or meeting all of you in Hutch, 

Danville or Rochester in March! 

Yours in Basketball, 

    

 

 

Christopher D. DePew, President 

NJCAA Men’s Basketball Coaches Association (2017-2019) 

Sullivan County Community College 

JCBCA
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2019 Nike Championship Basketball Clinics

Chicago, Illinois 

College of Dupage 

April 12-14, 2019 

 

Storrs, Connecticut 

University of Connecticut 

April 26-28, 2019 

 

Biloxi, Mississippi 

The Beau Rivage Resort and Casino 

May 3-5, 2019 

 

Las Vegas, Nevada 

"The Largest Clinic in the World" 

The Orleans Hotel & Casino 

The Orleans Arena 

May 17-19, 2019 

 

Myrtle Beach, South Carolina 

Myrtle Beach Convention Center 

May 31-June 2, 2019 

All Clinics "On the Court" with Players 
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Q&A w/Coach Steve Demeo

Steve Demeo 

Head Coach - Northwest Florida State College

2015 NJCAA Division I National Champion 

2015 Spalding NJCAA Division I Coach of the Year 

2017 Auerbach Coach of the Year 

2017 NJCAA Division I Final Four 

2016/2018 NJCAA Division I Elite Eight 

2018 'Basketball Times' #1 Junior College Coach

Q: How did you get your start in coaching basketball? 

A: I  started out after graduating from the University of Buffalo working on Wall St. Even though I 

loved it, I knew that it was not my calling. Luckily Jerry Powell the Head Coach at Queensborough CC 

allowed me to join his staff.  It was an incredible experience that got me hooked! He gave me a lot of 

responsibility as a young coach that set me up for my future in this business.

Q: What do you love most about Junior College Basketball? 

A: First off, you provide young men an opportunity to get an education and better themselves as 

people. The success stories we had  QCC and then while I was the Head coaCh at Bronx CC and Monroe 

are what really keeps me doing this job.  Additionally, you wear every possible hat you can think of... 

academic, marketing, fundraising, PR, trainer of our young staff...and then you have to be organized 

enough to coach and teach at least 10 new players per season. 
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Q&A w/Coach Steve Demeo

Q: You finished 31-3 Last year and reached the Elite Eight, what kind of an impact will last 

season's finish have on your upcoming year? 

A: The experience of our 2 returners will help some., But every season in Junior College is so 

different because of the huge turnover of players. Coaching at the Junior College level is just 

like coaching a G- League team. Basically every season you start over, and It is a continual 

process of figuring out what style of play is best for that group.

Q: What did winning the 2015 National Championship Do for your program and what did it take to get 

there? 

A: It brought more attention and validated what we stand for.  Obviously to win a National 

Championship things have to fall right, But we were fortunate every player stayed healthy, stayed 

connected and continually improved throughout the season! One example of this is Our third string 

point guard only played one minute in the Overtime of the national championship game, but he was 

ready to play.  He made 2 FTs and got a defensive stop to help us seal the win.

Q: You have Division I Ncaa experience, how has that helped 

you in the NJCAA Ranks, and how would you compare the two 

levels?  

A: My division I experience has helped in every possible way.   i 

believe the relationships I have cultivated over the years 

have especially impacted recruiting. 

The game is the same, and Recruiting is the same. as a Junior 

college head coach, you are more involved in every aspect of 

your program on a daily basis.  the NCAA DI head coaches 

delegate and have a bigger staff and support staff. At this 

level you and your staff handle strength and conditioning, 

we oversee academics, as well as handle and set up 

community service projects, etc.
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Q&A w/Coach Steve Demeo

Q: What is the Number one piece of advice you would give to young Junior College basketball 

coaches? 

A: There is not a better place to get your start because of the hands-on experience you get every 

day. You can be on the floor coaching,  you can go on the road to recruit, you will prepare scouting 

reports and you will be involved in almost every possible aspect of running a  program.    

Q: How do you see the future of NJCAA basketball unfolding, and what are your thoughts on the new 

NCAA recruiting periods? 

A: I like the direction  NJCAA  basketball is taking especially under the new leadership of Dr. 

Christopher Parker.  I am excited to see what the future holds. Having our National Championship 

game on National TV will do wonders for our game and show how exciting Junior College basketball 

really is!  I am a fan of summer recruiting. It allows coaches to see a lot of players in a short period 

of time that is cost-effective, and it allows players to be seen by a lot of colleges. In every bushel 

/industry there are a few bad apples but you do not have to throw them all out.  I really value the 

High School Coach and season as a big part of the evaluation process but summer ball needs to stay.

Q: You are ranked #1 in the Preseason NJCAA Division 1 Poll, 

what are your expectations for this upcoming season?  

A: The key for every season is to improve every day. If you do 

that you will put your team in position to have a great 

season. We only really talk about having a great practice, 

a great lift, or a great film session during the season. But 

with that being said our guys come here knowing another 

National Championship, another State Championship, and 

hopefully a fifth consecutive Panhandle Championship are 

the expectations.
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NJCAA Men's Basketball 

Coaches Association 

 Hall of Fame

JCBCA

Larry Johnson 

Odessa College 

(Class of '94)

COACH Steve Green  

South Plains College 

(Class of '15)

COACH Joe O'Brien 

Southeastern Community College 

(class of '08)

To nominate a player, coach or 

contributor for the class of 2020 

 CLICK HERE!! 
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NJCAA/NCAA Rules Update

Dr. Chris Parker 

Executive Director, NJCAA

1.      What are the positives from the new rules updates in NJCAA/NCAA recruiting

relations? / What will the benefits be to the student-athlete?   

 

“this will create new exposure and opportunities for the student-athletes to be

seen by four-year colleges when its time for them to transfer.” “Our hope is it

will also result in larger scholarship amounts that the individual student-

athlete is receiving as well.” 

 

2.      What is the NJCAA doing to adjust to the new rules? / What is the NJCAA doing

to take full advantage of the opportunity?   

 

“We have a subcommittee of folks put together that includes all of our

basketball division committee leaders who are working hard to make sure these

opportunities can become a reality as soon as possible. “our office is assisting in

this process to make sure that all guidelines are adhered to in order to protect

the student-athletes, coaches, colleges, and the association.” 

JCBCA
With the recent changes to the NCAA Summer recruiting rules, the NJCaA along with the NJCAA 

Men's Basketball coaches association has been working hard on legislation to take full 

advantage of the new opportunities that have presented themselves. We Asked Dr. Chris 

Parker, the executive director of the NCJAA what impact this will have on NJCAA Basketball. 
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Current NJCAA Polls

Division I Poll Division II Poll Division III Poll

1. Northwest Florida State (FL) 

2. South Plains (TX) 

3. Vincennes (IN) 

4. Coffeyville (KS) 

5. Florida SouthWestern State (FL) 

6. Trinity Valley (TX) 

7. Hutchinson (KS) 

8. Odessa (TX) 

9. Barton (KS) 

10. Salt Lake (UT) 

11. Ranger (TX) 

12. Tallahassee (FL) 

13. John A. Logan (IL) 

14. Southern Idaho (ID) 

15. Casper (WY) 

16. Western Nebraska (NE) 

17. Indian Hills (IA) 

18. Chipola FL (10-0) 

19. Pearl River (MS) 

20. Snow UT (9-0) 

21. Shelton State (AL) 

22. Arizona Western (AZ) 

23. Daytona State (FL) 

24. Sheridan (WY) 

25. Connors State (OK) 

1. South Suburban (IL) 

2. Southwestern (IA) 

3. Highland (KS) 

4. Kirkwood (IA) 

5. Parkland (IL) 

6. Cuyahoga (OH) 

7. Schoolcraft (MI) 

8. Delta (MI) 

9. Mott (MI) 

10. Beaver County (PA) 

11. Erie (NY) 

12. Potomac State (WV) 

13. Scottsdale (AZ) 

14. Johnson County (KS) 

15. Dakota County Tech (MN) 

16. Pima (AZ) 

17. Iowa Lakes )IA) 

18. Frederick (MD) 

18. Lackawanna (PA) 

20. Macomb (MI) 

1. Suffolk County (NY) 

2. Borough of Manhattan )NY) 

3. Herkimer (NY) 

4. Eastfield (TX) 

5. Hudson Valley (NY) 

6. Mohawk Valley (NY) 

7. Bunker Hill (MA) 

8. Lorain County (OH) 

T-9. Bristol (MA) 

T-9. Brookdale (NJ)
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2019 National Tournament Locations:

DII Men's Basketball Championship 

 Mary Miller Center 

Danville, IL 

March 19-23, 2019  

DIII Men's Basketball Championship 

UCR Regional Sports Center; 

Rochester, MN 

March 14-16, 2019

DI Men's Basketball Championship 

 Hutchinson Sports Arena 

Hutchinson, KS 

March 18-23, 2019
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